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This morning we are wrapping up our Christianity and Culture series with a look at the world of Cinema...and in particular The Movie Transformers...


Now there are a lot of movies out there that would have served our purposes well this morning as we think together about what our senses divinitus...the divine homing device God gives to see the sacred in the secular...I almost went with Slum Dog Millionaire...but then I saw Doubt...and I almost went with that...and then I saw 7 Pounds and was totally sold THAT was what would get the nod this year...


And then a quick overnight with my son Drew a couple weeks ago now...almost had me going for the Bucket List...


But as he showed off his latest DVD purchases (few people I know own more than him)...I decided that Transformers would be the 2009 choice...and not necessarily because the movie is particularly brilliant...(it really isn’t) but because I love the word TRANSFORM...(and its various forms...AND because The word Transformers took me immediately to THE word...(sacred Scriptures and the passage that is before us today from Romans...)


And besides, as a kid Drew was the owner of a number of transformers, manufactured by Hasbro...


How many seen the movie:  (1st one)...

There is of course a Transformers 2 that has already come out (revenge of the fallen) and there are already plans in the works for Transformers 3 due out probably in 2012...depending on who you read!


Now remember that the Transformers characters that had their hay day pretty much between 1984 and 1992 but they actually began with the 1970s Japanese toy lines Microman and Diaclone. The former utilized varying humanoid-type figures while the latter presented robots able to transform into everyday vehicles, electronic items or weapons.  Later Hasbro, bought the Diaclone toys, and created the story, that presupposes the movie...and you’ll have to do the research to get that as it goes beyond our scope this morning!  


But for the sake of a point here this morning (...Let me give you the lay of the land...of the story line in the movie...at least according to Wikipedia:


The film opens with Optimus Prime, heroic leader of the benevolent Autobots, describing in a voice-over the shut down of the Transformers' home world, Cybertron. It was destroyed by the malevolent Decepticon leader Megatron in his quest to get hold of the All Spark...a mysterious and powerful cube  that is able to bring mechanical and electronic objects to life, essentially turning mundane objects into Cybertronians.  The Autobots want to find the All Spark so they can use it to rebuild Cybertron and end the war between the Autobots and the Decepticons, while the Decepticons want to use it to obliterate the Autobots and take over the universe.  It’s the classic battle between good and evil, gone heavy metal!  The tag line on the movie poster says:  “Thier war.  Our World.”


Now it might be helpful for all of you non-transformer types to know the key players here in ESSENCE transform themselves from a common object into a high tech robots with powers and abilities seemingly far beyond mortal humanity...so let me help you Identify the key players...


Good guys first:  The Autobots...

Optimus Prime transforms into a Peter Built Truck

Bumblebee  transforms into a 1976 Yellow camero complete with black racing stripe...and befriends one of the human heroes in the film Sam Witwicky who unknowingly buys Bumblebee as his first car. 

Jazz...changes into a modified Pontiac Solstice

Ironhide transforms into the modified GMC top kick C4500 medium duty truck

And Ratchet, the teams medical officer transforms into a search and rescue Hummer H2...

And the Bad Guys:  The decepticons...

· Megatron, the Decepticon leader who crash-landed in the Arctic years ago in his quest to obtain the All Spark keeps his original alien jet form out of vanity.

·  Starscream, Megatron's second-in-command transforms into a Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor jet, which is the successor to his original form, the F-15 Eagle. 
· Frenzy, a small and vicious spy who transforms into a GPX BCDW9815CNP boombox, and later into a mobile phone. 
· Barricade, transforms into a Saleen S281 police car
· Then there’s Bonecrusher, who attacks Optimus on the highway to Mission City. The animators modeled his fighting styles on hockey and football players,[19] and his alternate form of the Buffalo H Mine-Protected vehicle was modified with a larger fork.[26] 

·  Brawl, tranforms into an M1 Abrams tank prop

· The there’s Blackout, a Decepticon who transforms into a MH-53J Pave Low III helicopter, with his minion Scorponok attaching to him. 

In the films final battle scene...Bonecrusher, Barricade, Frenzy, Jazz, Brawl and Blackout are all killed...but Optimus Prime leaves us with...his transmitted message to all surviving Autobots in space, telling them that they have a new home on Earth.

During the credits, Starscream—the only surviving Decepticon besides Scorponok—escapes into space....certainly assuring the battle will resume another day...as indeed the subtitle of Transformers 2 indicates:  revenge of the fallen!


So...ck out some of the action from the final battle...and the RIVETING final lines of Optimus Prime...


Clip (advance into LAST SCENE... on DVD...


And of course, the movie is make-believe...and there are no transforming robots standing over us...guarding us...waiting,  protecting us...watching us... but my sensus divinitus points me to Sacred Scripture and another story about One who does...and is...Our heaven Father...and the God and father of Abraham Isaac and Jacob...of Ruth And Naomi...and the father of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ...


And in essence this is the theme of Paul’s longest and weightiest correspondence.  His letter to the Romans, many argue is his most influential...perhaps because of its central theme...God’s saving power...GOD’S saving power... is available to ALL who believe...


And in the passage before us today there is this clarion call I believe for another type of transformation and another type of transformer...


The first is stated in the first 3 verses...


The apostle Paul says:  (re read verse...)


In other words Christians are to march to the beat of a different drummer...namely Jesus Christ and we are to live as if belonging NOT  to a present world but the Kingdom to come that Jesus gave us a glimpse of.  ...don’t CONFORM to the world or the things of the world... Be TRANSFORMED by the renewing of your minds he says...SO THAT (there’s a purpose for the transformation you see) be transformed SO THAT We can see and know and DO the will of God...those things that are good and perfect...


THAT is the purpose of our life as Christians...to see and know and DO the good things of God...things that are loving and kind and perfect...and in essence TRANSFORM THE WORLD EVEN AS WE HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED!


And then in the next part of the chapter,  verses 4-8 Paul talks how we have really already been GIFTED to do that...as the body of Christ...and he urges us to USE our gifts...


And then in the final section of the chapter...Paul unpacks the essential nature of Christian Character...If you ever are wondering what it is we are to be about as Christians Romans 12. 9-21 ought to come to mind for you.  This is as about as complete of a list as you’ll find in Scripture.   One scholar calls this the “marks of a true Christian...”  and the Apostle is OUT OF THE GATE with the whole key:  Let LOVE be genuine...and when it is... Where genuine love thrives, (and by the way…the word he uses here for Love is his favorite…AGAPE…) remember what kind of love this is?  Right…sacrificial…Christ like love…

And Paul suggests, WHEN THIS LOVE IS GENUINE AND REALLY AND TRULY PRESENT…then these other attitudes will be present and flourish as well!  There will be- a hatred of all evil, a commitment to the good… and the kind of caring concern usually reserved for one's own family, directed towards the welfare and well-being of the entire community…

And this is what my sensus divinitus picked up in the movie TRANSFORMERS…


The ‘good’ transformers…hate what is evil…and cling  to the Good and even thought they fall short of living out verse 20 and 21 they make a genuine stab at verse 17 and 18:  Do not repay anyone evil for evil but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  IF it is possible so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all!”  And in fact,  in one scene…when Bumblebee, Sam’s beloved Camero is ‘captured’ by the then unknowing American troops, Sam observes “he’s not fighting back…” willingly was Bumblebee attempting to lay down his life for the greater good and transform the situation and those around him.     


AND THAT might friends is how WE can be transformers too!  John puts it this way in his gospel.  Cp. 15. Verse 13 “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”  And Romans 12…holds a key to the way we can be about that laying down of our lives!  Listen to the way The Voice describes our tasks as servants of the transformer Christ:


(read verses 14-21)


May it be so for all of us as WE live our lives as transformers for Jesus…

Let us pray…
